
 

                                www.stonystratford.gov.uk 

 

                    
 

The Town Crier 
   
 

   Stony Stratford Town Council    .   Issue 65   .    Spring  2019    

 

Fullers Slade    .     Galley Hill   .    Stony Stratford Town 

Bard of Stony Stratford 2019: Be the BoSS! The Bardic Trials – 18th January 2019, York House Centre, Stony Stratford 

  

The Ninth Bard of Stony Stratford is Mitchell Taylor! The Bardic hopefuls entered the open competition before a live audience and a 
panel of expert judges; but it was Mitchell who triumphed after three rounds to be appointed Stony Stratford’s Ninth Bard.  

 

Stony Stratford has a long and honourable tradition (well at least since 2010) of appointing a Bard as figurehead for the spirit of  
creativity, culture and community in the town of Stony Stratford. Anyone who has a voice and the power to use it can compete against 
their peers for this prestigious position. The choice of the people is the voice of the people; and each Bard holds their position for a 
Year and a Day. During that period the holder of the Bardic Pencil (yes that’s their prize) produces and performs original pieces in the 
oral tradition to celebrate the customs and achievements of the town and its people. 

  

Bard Taylor was congratulated by the Mayor of Milton Keynes, Councillor Martin Petchey. The evening 
also included a wonderful performance by Amy Wedderburn, the Junior Bard of Stony Stratford (please 
see the photos).   

  

We look forward to a Year (and a Day) of Bard Mitchell Taylor.  All hail the Bard! All hail the Bard! All 
hail the Bard! 

The Stony Stratford Bardic Trials 
Photos courtesy of JT at Aniseed Photo 



 

   2                        www.stonystratford.gov.uk 

 

Dear Resident, 
 

Stony Stratford Town Council Precept 
2019/20 
Setting the precept is probably the most 
important decision that a town or parish 
council can take. Although the actual 
amount paid by each household is small 
compared to the Council Tax paid to  
Milton Keynes Council or the charge paid 
to the Police and Crime Commissioner, 
any increase – especially when seen as a 
percentage – needs to be justified to  
residents. This letter sets out the thinking 
behind the decision by Stony Stratford 
Town Council to increase its precept by 6% 
for the year 2019/20. 

 

The total income of the Town Council for 
the forthcoming year as set out in its budget 
is as follows:   

During the year, the Council funds a wide 
range of activities. These can be broadly 
described under the headings below:  

When we looked at our budget during the 
year, we realised that due to inflation and 
changes to grants, a standstill budget would 
require an increase of 3%. In addition,  
responding to requests from residents, we 
have been exploring enhancements to street 
cleaning, weeding and litter picking which 
resulted in a further increase of 3%. We 
therefore concluded that an increase that 
reflected the demands of residents to  
maintain and enhance the environment of 
the town was justified. All the money will be 
devoted to what we hope will be visible 
improvements to help maintain the  
reputation of Stony Stratford as the “jewel 
in the crown” of Milton Keynes. In  
achieving this, we are also grateful to those 
groups who give their time freely and  
voluntarily such as Stony Stratford in 
Bloom, the Friends of Horsefair Green 
Memorial Garden, the Galley Hill  
Residents’ Association and the Fullers 
Slade Residents’ Association – to name just 
a few. 

 

The Town Council is firmly committed to 
support for local groups and sets a budget 
each year for this work. In 2018/19, we 
made grants to a number of organisations 
including Act Out/Act Up Drama Group, 
Arts for All (formerly the Big Draw), Chiba 
Creative, Christmas Lights, Empower 4 
Success (a series of workshops to help get 
people back into work), Fullers Slade  
Residents Association, Mr Simpsons Little 
Consort (Drama Group), Stony Riverside 
Parks Group, Stony Biz Kids and Stonylive! 
These groups and the work they do to  
enhance the town are an important element 
of the quality of life for all who live and 
work in the town. 

This quality is also supported by the  
Council in its funding for three annual 
events: the Big Lunch in June, the Town 
Fayre in August and Apple Day in October. 
I am very grateful to all the volunteers who 
have helped the Council over the years to 
make these a success and to the members 
of the Projects Committee for their efforts 
to oversee these events.  

 

In the coming year, the Council faces two 
significant challenges. The first is the  
potential redevelopment of, or alteration to, 
5-7 Church Street. Residents will  
remember that the Council took over the 
running of the running of the building in 
April 2013 following the threatened closure 
of the library by Milton Keynes Council. 
Over the last two years, the Council has 
looked at a number of proposals for 
redesigning the interior of the building, 
improving the areas occupied by the library 
service and creating a larger space for 
events and meetings. The Council is also 
exploring other options for funding any 
development including an application to 
the Big Lottery Fund. In the longer term, it 
may be appropriate to fund work through 
an application to the Public Works Loan 
Board although no decision has been taken 
on this as yet. 

 

The second challenge is the maintenance of 
the landscape contract. At present, much of 
the landscape maintenance is undertaken 
by a contractor to the council and funded 
by a grant from Milton Keynes Council. 
This arrangement is scheduled to continue 
until March 2020. At the end of 2018, the 
current contractor announced that he 
wished to terminate the contract a year  
early. The Council has put the contract out 
to tender and we await responses. We do 
not intend to allow the cost of the contract 
to the precept payer to rise as a result of 
this change. However, some use of our 
reserves may be required if we decide to 
continue managing the contract ourselves. 

 

Town and parish councils are the first tier 
of local government. Stony Stratford Town 
Council covers both the town of Stony and 
Fullers Slade and Galley Hill. It is  
important to us that we represent and  
support all the residents of the parish. Our 
bi-monthly full council meetings are held in 
public and take place at the Rowans Centre, 
the Galley Hill Meeting Place and at the 
Parish Hall in Church Street. 

 

We could not succeed without the  
commitment of our four part-time  
employees: Lynne Compton (Town Clerk), 
Sally Firth (Deputy Town Clerk), Melanie 
Hyde (Information Officer) and Alan Box 
(Caretaker). I am grateful to them for their 
efforts to support us in our activities and for 
providing professional support and advice. 
I am also grateful to my fellow councillors 
for their work on behalf of the council and 
their constituents. 

Precept £209,360.00 

LCTS Grant £10,277.00 

Bank Interest Received £30.00 

Floral Features £385.00 
Landscaping Grant £53,616.00 

Farmers Market Income £1,250.00 
Allotment Rents -  
Wolverton Rd 

£3,000.00 

Allotment Rents -    
London Rd 

£700.00 

Allotment Rents - 
Boundary Cres 

£900.00 

Newsletter Sales £300.00 
Sponsorship - Stony in 
Bloom 

£1,700.00 

Big Lunch Income £550.00 

Apple Day Income £850.00 
Town Fayre £600.00 
5-7 Church St Income £9,000.00 

Total Income £292,518.00 

Office Costs 
(Photocopier,  
Telephones, Internet etc) 

£6,001.00 

Insurance £939.00 

Room Hire £250.00 
Audits £903.00 

Training £3,500.00 

Other Council costs 
(Conferences, publicity 
etc 

£2,295.00 

Newsletter (Town Crier) £7,000.00 

Toilets (Silver Street) £20,902.00 

Dog and Litter bins £6,090.00 

Landscape Maintenance £54,550.00 

Highways initiatives £5,412.00 

Litter Picking £2,003.00 

Floral Features £8,141.00 

Farmers Market £500.00 

Crafting for Change (Craft 
activity sessions) 

£1,700.00 

5-7 Church Street £36,000.00 

Senior and Junior Youth 
Clubs (run at York House 
Centre) 

£10,985.00 

Community Events 
(Apple Day, Big Lunch 
etc. free to attend) 

£3,500.00 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Initiatives (Highways and 
Parking Review) 

£7,000.00 

Allotments (including 
Allotment maintenance) 

£5,208.00 

Play Sessions (free to  
attend) 

£6,427.00 

Grants to community 
organisations 

£5,000.00 

Annual Community 
Award 

£100.00 

Civic Initiatives £600.00 

Staff Costs (Salaries, 
PAYE, Travel) 

£80,901.00 

Elected Members  
Allowances 

£4,779.00 

Total £280,686.00 



 

3                             www.stonystratford.gov.uk 

 

Stony Stratford Landscaping Contract: A 
New Beginning  

Marcus Young Landscapes has regrettably 
had to withdraw from the contract early 
(Feb 2019) due to business reasons. We 
would like to thank Marcus for all his hard 
work over the years and wish him luck in 
his new venture. 

 

Following a procurement process, we are 
delighted to welcome SERCO as the new 
landscaping contractors to Stony Stratford 
Town Council with effect from 1st March 
2019 to 31st March 2020. SERCO are a 
very experienced landscaping and  
maintenance contractors and their  
operatives have excellent local knowledge.  
As with any landscaping contract there may 
be a few ‘teething’ problems but please bear 
with us during the transition period.  

 

Serco said “We are 
delighted to have 
been awarded the 

grounds maintenance contract with Stony 
Stratford parish. We look forward to  
working alongside the parish in delivering 
landscape services and being part of Stony  
Stratford’s success in Britain in Bloom. We 
are very committed in working alongside 
local community groups and improving the 
landscape for residents of the parish”.  

 

If you experience any landscaping issues, 
please contact:  
email landscape@stonystratford.gov.uk or  
telephone 01908-566726 option 2 detailing 
the location - including street names.   

Stony Stratford Big Lunch: The annual Big 
Lunch will be held on Sunday 2nd of June 
2019 between 12-4pm on Wolverton Road 
Rec. Bring along your friends and family, a 

picnic and some good cheer and enjoy!  

Parishes Clean Up Fund  
Milton Keynes Council has agreed to fund 
the purchase of an eco-friendly, hot water 
foam, weed-killing machine (which can also 
be utilised to clean signage) and an  
additional mechanical street-sweeper for 
the MKC parishes. The Town Council has 
worked jointly with Wolverton and  
Greenleys Town Council on this exciting 
new project. It is envisaged that the  
machines will be purchased and rented out 
to parishes by Wolverton and Greenleys 
Town Council. Stony Stratford Town 
Council has included in the 2019/20  
budget funds to cover rental of the  
machines with an operative for 1 day per 
month each. We look forward to giving an 
update in our next edition. 

Possibility of Future Rooms for Hire in the 
Library at 5-7 Church Street….Express 

Your Interest Now Please! 

 

If you are running an existing business/
group (or looking to start one up in the 
future) and you may need to rent office/
meeting room hire space, please send in a 
letter of intent via email to The Town 
Clerk at office@stonystratford.gov.uk  
detailing: 

 

- A statement saying your intent to lease a 
space inside 5-7 Church Street. 
- A description of your organisation includ-
ing its basic concept, the business model it 
follows and a brief background and history. 
- If relevant, a list of your products and 
services. 
- Your space, utilities and manpower    
requirements including the types of   
equipment you’ll be using and the number 
of employees/members you’ll have. 
- Your contact details and the best     
schedule for you to have a meeting.   

STONY STRATFORD ANNUAL 
TOWN MEETING 

24TH APRIL 2019, 7.30 PM  
STONY STRATFORD LIBRARY 

Come along and have your say. We will 
be having a hustings at the meeting 
where you can find out more about 

your potential MKC ward councillor-
candidates. Further details will be 
available shortly on our website.   

I would also like to pay my tribute to Joan 
Walker who served as Chair of the Council 
from May 2016 until her death in  
September 2018. She brought a focus to 
the work of the Council and was the  
guiding light behind the restoration of the 
Horsefair Green Memorial Gardens and 
the annual events to which I referred. 
These are a long-term reflection of her 
contribution to the town. 

The financial information underpinning the 
council’s budget was circulated in the  
papers for the meeting on January 15th and 
can be found on the council’s website: 
www.stonystratford.gov.uk/upload/
managerFile/Full%20Council/15th 
January2019FullCouncilMeeting 
Papers.pdf.  I would be happy to answer 
any questions about them and would urge 
you to read them to understand the full 

picture of the 
work of Stony 
Stratford Town 
Council. 

 

Best wishes 
Robert Gifford 

Chair 

 
 
 
Neighbourhood Community Forum  

In the last Thames Valley Police  
Community Forum meeting on 29th  
January 2019 the following top three  
Priorities were agreed for Stony Stratford:   
1. Stony Stratford - Speeding along  
Wolverton Road, Silver Street and  
London Road. 
2. Fullers Slade – Criminal damage to bus 
shelters 
3. Stony Stratford – Theft from motor 
vehicles 
It has now been agreed that TVP will  
complete the research for the priorities to 
establish if there is supporting evidence or 
Police reports to identify an engagement 
plan.  

If you would like to have your say please 
attend the next Community Forum where 
you are invited to join your Local Policing 
Team to set your local priorities. This is 
your chance to get involved or just come 
along and see what it is about:  
The meeting will be held on Tuesday 30th 

April 2019 from 7pm to 8.30pm at 
Kings Community Centre, Creed Street, 

Wolverton, MK12 5LY 
If you can’t make it but wish to have your 

say please email: MKNorthCluster 
@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

Town Council Community Group Thank 
You Event 2019  

 

The Town Council held its bi-annual 
Thank You Event for local groups at The 
Crown on the 27th February. Community 
organisations bring so much to our  
beautiful town. The Town Council feel it 
important to recognise the valuable  
contributions many of these volunteer  
organisations make, not only to the  
aesthetics of the town, but through support, 
mentally, physically and spiritually. We are 
certainly a richer community for having 

such a wide range of community groups.  

 

Thank you for your efforts in Stony  
Stratford and long may they all continue.   

Farmers Markets are held 
on the last Friday of every 
month in the Market 
Square. Please make sure 
you check out the  

wonderful variety of locally produced, 
sourced or homemade goods! Find us on 
Facebook – Stony Stratford Farmers  
Market for up to date information. The 
dates for the next few markets are the 29th 
March, 26th April, 31st May & 28th June. 

 

If you would like a stall at the Farmers  
Market, or know someone that might, 
please get in touch with the Town Council 
Offices for more information.   
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     Stony Stratford In Bloom 2019: Pansies, Polyanthus and Primroses bring Spring to Stony Stratford            
    Streets!  Go to stonyinbloom.wixsite.com/stonyinbloom for the latest news 

Already snowdrops and polyanthus in the 
perennial beds around the town and in the 
Bluebell Wood are giving us a hint of the 
delights of spring to come though we’re still 
having to dodge frosty mornings and the 
odd deluge to weed and prune the beds 
and plant new shrubs.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A new project this year is another bed on 
the Ousebank/Calverton corner kindly 
sponsored by Jean Barrington in memory 
of her husband, Roger. Dominic Harris 
(Manor Drives) has prepared the ground, 
which SSIB volunteers have mulched ready 
to receive the shrubs and flowers. We hope 
they will provide a feast for the eyes there.   
We have also extended the new Fullers 
Slade bed to provide an even more eye-
catching expanse of colourful flowers for 
the residents.  
 

Passers-by at the North end of the High St 
will have seen a dramatic extension of the 
walkway across the pond in Mary Robinson 
and Robin Nichols’s wildlife area. Dominic 
Harris has completed the work as sponsor-
ship in kind, and the walkway will enhance 
the opportunities for Russell St pupils to 
explore the site on their next visit there.  

Meanwhile pupils at St Mary and St Giles 
can be proud of the fact that they have 
achieved Level 5 in the RHS Campaign for 
school gardening – the highest level  
possible. As a reward the school gains a 
£250 gardening token. It will be very  
helpful to have this money to spend on 
restocking the raised beds and the  
polytunnel after 
they have been 
moved to  
accommodate 
building work at 
the school. 

 

SSIB volunteers 
share the deep 
concerns about threats to the natural world 
highlighted by many environmentalists 
today, so we are very pleased to be  
collaborating with the Riverside Group and 
the Parks Trust in the creation of a nectar 
garden in the Mill Field to encourage  
insects of different kinds throughout the 
seasons. SSIB and the Parks Trust have 
funded the plants, and Riverside Group 
and Parks Trust members have planted the 
shrubs.   

On April 20th Junior Parks Trust Rangers 
will be planting primroses and cowslips 
around the edges, helped by SSIB and  
Riverside Group volunteers.  
 

In our choice of flowers for the planters this 
summer we have selected drought-resistant 
ones, again reflecting our environmental 
concerns. 

 

Our horticultural talk this year is on  
Monday March 18th in the Library, and 
will be given by Theresa Wedderburn. Her 
subject will be: Growing and Arranging 
Seasonal Flowers, and we’re sure that there 
will be a receptive audience for this topic. 

 

Looking ahead: April 27th SSIB Plant Sale 
and York House Coffee Morning. We’ll be 
planting up the sharing bed with any  
children who’d like to help, and local  
thespians will be adding a splash of drama. 

 

We won’t be having a front garden  
competition this year as there’s an Open 
Gardens Weekend being organised by the 
Stony Open Gardens Group (June 22/23). 
We’ve decided to alternate the front garden 
competition with SOG from now on. 

 

As always, a big thank you to our sponsors!  
And extra volunteers for Stony in Bloom 
are always warmly welcomed!  

 

Email Judith.deveson@gmail.com, or 
phone 01908 562876, https://stonyinbloom 
.wixsite.com/stonyinbloom,  
https://www.facebook.com/stonyinbloom.  

  

Judith Deveson, Chair, SSIB 

Wolverton Road Recreation Ground and 
Spider Park refurbishment projects 

Stony Stratford Town Council, Fullers 
Slade Residents Association and Milton 
Keynes Council have been successful in 
obtaining WREN funding to refurbish both 
the Wolverton Road Rocket Park and  
Spider Park on Fullers Slade.  
 

Work began on the Wolverton Road site 
early in the year and the complete project 
should be finished by the end of March. 
Most of the work has been done, however 
there are still a few items awaiting delivery. 
We hope you enjoy the new and  
refurbished play items on the park and 
additional equipment being installed by the 
multi use games area. 

 

Work is due to begin on Spider Park early 

March and is scheduled to be completed in 
time for the Easter break. 

 

It is hoped both parks will be enjoyed by 
many of you over the spring and summer 
months! Feel free to send us any feedback 
or pictures of you making use of the parks. 
 

Children’s Litter Picking  

The children of Russell Street School  
spent the teacher training day doing some 
litter picking on the Wolverton Road  
Recreation Ground! 6 bags of rubbish were 
collected from the park and the surround-
ing area! If you are interested in organising 
a litter picking event, please contact the 
Town Council 
Office to reserve 
the litter picking 
equipment. 

 

Play Sessions  
A programme of 
play sessions will 
run throughout the school breaks in April/
May and August, the details are still to be 
finalised – follow us on Facebook to keep 
up to date or the website for more details.   
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Stony Stratford Rainbows, 
Brownies & Guides  

 

Who does your 
daughter want to 
be when she 
grows up? When 
your daughter 
becomes a  
Rainbow,  
Brownie, Guide, 
Ranger or member of The Senior Section 
she will join a group of girls her own age 
and will be led by our carefully trained and 
dedicated volunteers. Whatever inspires 
your daughter, whatever her passions and  
interests, Girlguiding offers her the chance 
to develop her potential, make friends and 
have fun. 
 

For example, through regular group meet-
ings or at special events and trips she might: 

conquer her fears on the abseil tower 

gain a leadership qualification 

try out new games and sports 

attend her first ever sleepover 

support other girls to learn about body 
confidence 

campaign for the rights of girls worldwide 

put up her first tent 

go canoeing 

go on an international adventure 

learn skills that will boost her CV 

do a music performance 

try her hand at car maintenance 

or go to her first ever festival, our girls-
only event Wellies and Wristbands. 

 

Girlguiding is unique. We offer a safe,  
welcoming girl-only space for girls and 
young women to try new things, help other 
people and discover their passions and 
talents. All while having fun with a group of 
ready-made friends!   

 

We're dedicated to girls leading the way - 
they choose activities, challenges and events 
that inspire them, and our volunteers  
support them to make it happen. Because 
girls shape and lead everything we do, we 
know that we're offering the best opportuni-

ties and experiences for girls today.  

 

We're always updating and adapting our 
programme and resources so that they're 
relevant to girls today. For example, girls 
told us they wanted to talk about mental 
health, so we created Think Resilient - a 
resource delivered by our specially-trained 
Peer Educators to help build girls' resilience 
and wellbeing. Guiding is also excellent 
value for money and we have a range of 
support available to enable all girls –  
regardless of ability or financial  
circumstance – to get involved with guiding. 

 

Our volunteers do amazing things - some of 
which might surprise you. You could find 
yourself white water rafting, training guiding 
Leaders overseas, celebrating or singing 
along with 10,000 girls at Wembley Arena. 

So why not volunteer and make a  
difference! Please email us at                  
Wolvertondc@outlook.com or go our  
website www.girlguiding.org.uk where you 
can get more information about each  
section and also register your interest.  

Margaret & Janice - District Commissioners  

    

Dangerous Pockets: The Crafting for 
Change group at the Library are so excited 
to be taking part in this community art  
collaboration, inspired by Sharon Owens’ 
poem ‘Dangerous Coats’ and curated by 
the artist, Paula MacGregor. The on-
growing textile art pieces will travel around 
the UK over the next 12 months, and 
Stony Stratford Library are hosting the  

exhibition from 6th - 30th April. The 
launch is being planned with a speaker 
from the local Fawcett Group, who  
campaign for equality and justice. There is 
plenty of time to take part in this incredible 
project - more information can be found 
on Paula’s website: www.paulamac 
gregor.com/dangerous-pockets-project 
.html. Check out the Facebook page: 

‘Dangerous Pockets Project’. Please do not 
miss the chance to see this - it will be  
incredibly 
powerful and 
moving, to 
experience 
the threads 
that connect 
us together! 

Beaver Scouts, Cub Scouts, Scouts and 
Explorer Scouts: Skills for Life at Stony 

 

Scouts are currently working towards their 
Teamwork Challenge badge. At the end of 
last term, they enjoyed a swim and  
sleepover, where Scouts cooked their own 
Christmas dinner and put on a festive 
games session for Beavers and Cubs. In the 
New Year, our local Explorer Scout Unit, 
Vipers (for 14-18 year olds who meet on 
Thursdays in the Scout Hall), visited Scouts 
and invited them to a 'Ready Steady Cook' 
evening, which was enjoyed by all. Scouts 
played together as a band during a musical 
evening and they have been practising their 
emergency response skills through major 
incident role-play. Excellent teamwork was 
also demonstrated through the District 
Scout Quiz in February and Night Hike 
competition in March. 

Cubs have been getting active with some 
Winter Olympics as well as celebrating 
Founder’s Day with the customary Eccles 

Cakes. They enjoyed an informative and 
entertaining visit to the Lego Shop in 
February and looked at growth through 
some seed planting in March. 

 

Beavers have been learning about fire,  
candle dipping and musical instrument 
designing, making and playing. They have 
also been overcoming obstacles, making 
mini parachutes and enabling raisins to 
dance! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In March, Beavers enjoyed an exciting 
sleepover with other Milton Keynes Beaver 
sections at MK Safari.  

 

1st Stony Stratford is one of the oldest 
Scout groups in the world. We have offered 
adventure, the opportunity to learn  
different skills, form new friendships and a 

chance to make a difference in young  
people’s lives for over hundred years. To 
continue to support our local community 
we need new leaders in all of our sections: 
Beavers (age 6-8), Cubs (age 8-11), Scouts 
(age 11-14) and Explorer Scouts (age 14-
18). You decide the level of commitment 
you will make. It can be attending the  
meetings every week or once a fortnight to 
once a month. We will also have camps 
and occasional outings that require leaders 
to ensure young people will be able to  
enjoy them in safe and secure  
surroundings. 

 

In return we will offer: 
• internationally recognised free leadership 
and skills training, 
• an opportunity to learn good practical 
skills and enjoy the great outdoors, 
• a chance for you and your children (if 
applicable) to be part of the Scouting  
movement locally or globally. 

 

Being a leader is an excellent opportunity 
to spend quality time with your children. It 
will also be a good addition to your C.V. 
You will need to complete a DBS check, 
paid for by the Scout Association. If you 
would like more information, please  
contact Richard Banks, Group Scout  
Leader on 07756 448196. Find 1st Stony 
Stratford on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/1stStonyStratford.  
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News From York House Centre 
Bags of Help for Act Out & Act Up! 

  

We are delighted to confirm that Act Out 
& Act Up are to receive a £2,000 grant 
from the Tesco Bags of Help scheme to 
run our ‘Spring into Action’ project about 
physical theatre. Starting after half term, our 
young people will be warming up with  
gesture and emotion work, and revisiting 
clowning and mime work, then venturing 
into the trickery elements of theatre such as 
commedia del arte, mask work and a bit of 
dance. The students will then explore their 
new skills whilst creating their own pieces of 
work to perform at the Summer Gala. 
 

Grateful 
thanks to 
Tesco Bags of 
Help and to 
all the York House supporters who put the 
blue tokens into our slot! 
 

Act Out & Act Up run on Thursdays  
during term-time, ages 6 – 16 years, £35 per 
term – new starters welcome! We have 

some sponsored places available for young 
people who live on Galley Hill and Fullers 
Slade. For more details contact Terrie 
Howey: actout@redphoenixstory.com. 
 

York House Centre is 
Flushed With Success!  

Building work is well under-
way at York House Centre to  
redevelop all the toilets in the 
main building.  Funding has 
been secured via grants from 
WREN (landfill tax) and The 
Bernard Sunley Charitable 

Foundation plus generous donations from 
Mercedes Benz Financial Services and 
Daimler Insurance.   
 

Following a tendering process, our chosen 
contractors, local construction firm CJ 
Bricknall & Co Ltd of Kiln Farm, started 
work in January and are making excellent 
progress.   
 

York House has gone from strength to 
strength over the past decade with several 
phases of major building work providing 
extra activity space, a new kitchen and  
storage rooms. The building is now a busy 
hub for all kinds of community activities 
but our toilets are letting us down…  
 

Clever design work by Svetlana at SEP  
Design has allowed us to provide separate 
men’s and women’s facilities on both the 
ground floor and the middle floor, all 
within the envelope of the existing toilets.  
Women in particular will be delighted to 
hear that we are banishing the pink and 
more than doubling the number of ladies’ 
cubicles available to provide 5! 

 

Huge thanks to Mason Edwards @ Mason 
Edwards Design who has been working 
with us on a total re-branding exercise 
which includes a new logo and external and 
internal signage for the building which will 
be installed very soon. His bright, modern 
design reflects our 
vibrant organisation 
and will also be  
incorporated into a 
new website which is 
currently under  
construction.  
Grateful thanks again 
to our corporate  
social responsibility  
partners, Mercedes 
Benz Financial  
Services, who are providing their skills and 
funding for our new marketing strategy.  

Existing Ladies Toilets  

Please join us to celebrate the official opening 
of the redeveloped York House Centre Toilets 

Saturday 27 April 2019 
@ 10.30am 

by Mayor of Milton Keynes 
Cllr Martin Petchey, with a special poem by the 

Bard of Stony Stratford 
Mitchell Taylor 

This will be part of the annual Stony in Bloom 
Plant Sale and York House Spring Coffee  

Morning, 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Stony Stratford WI 
 

We started our year in 
January with a social 
meeting including a 

musical quiz, a slide show of scenes of 
Stony Stratford and lots of chat over tea 
and cakes. It’s always nice to see friends 
when the Christmas festivities are over, 
cheering us up when the weather is dull 
and dark. We held our Christmas lunch at 
the Conservative Club in January too,  
another opportunity to enjoy some more 
chat and a very nice meal. 

 

At our February meeting we were treated to 
a very interesting talk by Mike Bartlett on 
the Amber Room at the Catherine Palace 
in St Petersburg. A few of our members 
had visited this beautiful building, but I 
think Mike's talk probably told us far more 
than most of us knew about it's history. 

 

Some of our members visited Wheel 
Power, the home of the Paralympic Games 
in Stoke Mandeville. We were treated to a 
guided tour of this inspiring venue and 

have been invited to take a group to their 
Inter Spinal Unit Games Reception in 
April.  Here is a photograph of a few  
members standing near to the cauldron 
which held the flame for the Paralympic 
Games held at Stoke Mandeville in 1984. 
The first Paralympic Games was held in 
Rome in 1960. 

We are looking forward to our March. 
meeting when Catherine Williscroft will be 
telling us about the Police Mounted Branch 
and, in April, a more light-hearted  
demonstration on “How to tie a scarf”. Our 
May meeting is reserved for discussion of  

resolutions put forward for the National 
Federation of Women's Institutes' AGM in 
June, but we usually have another short talk 
and a quiz or light entertainment as well. 

 

County events this Spring include a Golf 
Taster Day, a Camping Weekend, a  
discussion with a speaker on Food Poverty 
and a weekend at our lovely College near 
Abingdon. Our Federation AGM this year 
will include, amongst other well known 
speakers, Simon King OBE, TV Presenter 
and Naturalist. Altogether a good selection 
to choose from. 

 

Our own WI activities include our garden 
at York House, nothing growing outside at 
present but potatoes and onions shooting 
ready for the warmer weather, and our 
Craft and Chat afternoons with a cup of tea 
and biscuits in the Library.   

 

Meetings are in York House at 2.15pm on 
the first Tuesday of every month. Visitors 
are welcome, give us a ring or email, or just 
come along. Contact Janet Baxter (01908 
313677) or Gill Williams (01908 563684). 
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Stonywords 2019  
Over 16 days from January 
18 to February 3, to cheer 
the depth of winter, 31 
events were held  
celebrating the word, 

whether spoken, written, sung. 16  
organisations  
contributed 
using 7 local  
venues. 

 

There were 7 
illustrated talks 
on topics 
ranging from the 
history behind 
the names on 
the Stony War 
Memorial,  
diarists Samuel 
Pepys and John 
Evelyn, World 
War One in Leighton Buzzard to the  
origins of the Welfare State, how Richard 
111 might have spoken, an erotic poem in 

the Bible and the complex history of  
Jerusalem. There were two evenings with 
writers in conversation, one on Jane Austen 
and one on science fantasy. And there were 
two films: the original War Horse and a 
French film about the impact of World 
War One on a farming community. 

 

A new bard for Stony Stratford was elected; 
the Stony Mummers regaled us with their 
history; Robert Burns was remembered in 
traditional style with haggis and whisky; and 
there was a period music and reading  
concert to follow the talk on Samuel Pepys, 
along with a splendid book/cake (pictured)!  

Two events featured local storytelling and 
there were lunchtime poetry readings. 
There was drama for all ages and tastes 
with the annual panto, the premiere of 
Murder at the Chateau and a one-act comic 
play by Charles Dickens. Younger children 
were catered for by two events in the library 
while for those of school age there was a 
Pirate workshop in the church and for  
teenagers a visit by an author to a secondary 
school. 

 

Audiences were drawn from Stony and 
around and from across Milton Keynes and 
beyond depending on the topic. Whether 
they attended one or a number of events, 
everyone expressed their enthusiasm for 
such a rich choice of entertainment on the 
doorstep. 

 

The name Stonywords is the umbrella for 
the festival which is organised by so many 
volunteers. There is a website 
(www.stonywords.org.uk). Take a look and 
see what you missed – and offer suggestions 
for 2020. 

Robin in StonyLand 2019 

 

Stony Stratford Theatre Society began with 
a panto six years ago, since then we have 
produced five pantos, lots of promenade 
Shakespeare excerpts (some with music), a 
full production of The Merchant of Venice, 
a few rehearsed readings and we have 
launched the Stony Play Readers. 

 

In January we came together and gave 
Stony our latest panto, Robin in  
StonyLand. Lots of new members, some 
'old hands', a fantastic script from Sheila 
White with wonderful original music from 
Neil Mercer, all combined to give a fun 
filled little town show. 

There were boos a plenty for the Sherriff of 
Buckingham as planned and even more 
boos for the poor old Stage Manager who 
was only doing his job poor chap, there was 
glitter, two magical girls in Fairy Liquid and 
Fairy Nuff, lots of laughs and people are 
still telling me they have some of the songs 
stuck in their heads, just as long as they 
don't try to recreate the 'If I were not one of 
Robin's men' song and dance as that could 
be dangerous! 

 

York House welcomed us again and Stony 
Sweet Shop kept our tummies tickled with 
the treats from their stall. The ages of the 
company ranged from 8 to almost 80,  
everyone who wanted to be in the panto 

could be, 
everyone 
worked 
hard and 
on a  
budget of 
not very 
much we 
pulled it 
off. 

 

We are 
grateful to 
the  
Masonic 
Lodge who 
hired their 
hall to us 
for  
rehearsals, 
Odells and Carters Rentals for supporting 
the show, Community Arts Resource  
Centre for the costume and lights hire, 
Sean Calvert for the panto Dame clothes, 
David Pibworth of MK Theatre of Comedy 
for the loan of some fabulous magic props 
and Samuel Dore for designing the poster 
and taking the photos you see here. 

 

We have already begun planning the panto 
for 2020 so watch this space. 

 

In the meantime we performed at St Mary 
and St Giles Church on February 16th with 
MK Rock Choir, Funny Folk and MK 
Women's Choir in a Celebration of Love, 
raising funds for and awareness of domestic 
violence, we have our promenade pieces as 
part of Stony Live! to come and the Stony 
Play Readers meet monthly. 

 

Please do get in touch via Facebook or our 
website www.stonytheatre.org. 

Caz Tricks, Artistic Director,  
Stony Stratford Theatre Society 

Stony Redcaps 
We said goodbye to Old Mother Redcaps 
in Autumn 2018 and welcomed Stony 
Redcaps at Stony Lights on December 1st.  
Our dance group has a new name, new 
dancers and great plans for 2019. For 
those who don’t know us, we are a group 
of ladies who perform dances from the Isle 
of Man together with garland dances. The 
name has changed but you will still  
recognise us by our signature red and white 
dresses and bright red shoes. We meet on 
Monday evenings 8pm – 10pm at the 
Swinfen Harris Hall, London Road, Stony 
Stratford MK11 1JA. If you would like to 
find out more about us, join the fun at one 
of our practices. Whether you would like 
to dance or you are a musician who would 
like to play for us, we’d love to meet you.  
You can also see us at the following public 
events: 
23rd April 7.30pm: St George’s Day  
celebrations at The Boat Inn Stoke  
Bruerne 
21st June 7.30pm: Midsummer Madness 
at The Hub Central Milton Keynes  
23rd June 12.00 -17.00: Stony Stratford 
Open Gardens 
20th July: Bedfordshire Day of Dance in 
Bedford 
 

More information about the group and all 
our events can be found on our website: 
www.stonyredcaps.dance or email us at 
newenq@stonyredcaps.dance.  
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News From Russell Street School 
Pupils at Russell Street School receive 
more than three hours a week of P.E. 
lessons, provided by specialist coaches 
from Premier Education. Our Year 2  
pupils were given the opportunity to take 
part in a Milton Keynes wide gymnastics 
competition, and they won! P.E. coach Mr 
Cooksley said ‘I am incredibly proud of the 
way the pupils performed in the  
competition’. 

Arts Week 
As part of our Arts curriculum, the whole 
school took part in a printing project with 
the support of sixth form pupils from the 
Radcliffe School in Wolverton. It was a 
fantastic event, which resulted in a beautiful 
display for our school corridor.  

Outdoor Curriculum 
The wintery weather gave us a fantastic 
opportunity to go outdoors and have fun in 
the snow. The children really enjoyed  
playing with their friends.  

Chinese New 
Year 
The children had 
a great time 
learning about 
Chinese New 
Year and made a lovely vegetable stir fry. 

 

Russell Street School is for children aged 3-
7 years. If you are interested in your child 
attending the school, please see our website 
www.russell-street-school.co.uk. 

Stony Stratford Floral Club  
Diamond Anniversary 

Stony Stratford Floral Club founded in 
May 1958 celebrated it’s Diamond  
Anniversary in 2018 with 2 very special 
demonstrations at Stantonbury Theatre 
with popular demonstrators Lee Berrill and 
Alan Smith in May and National  
Demonstrator Jonathan Moseley in  
November. These were both well  
supported with almost 200 members and 
friends attending each occasion, and  
together with proceeds from our Annual 
Quiz in April we have been able to give a 
cheque for £750 to Willen Hospice. For 
more information about Stony Stratford 
Floral Club please contact Sue on 01908 

564453 or Judy on 01908 569429 or visit 
bbandoflowers.org.uk/clubs. 
 

Stony Stratford Lions 
Club continue to be 
active in the local  
community and further 
afield raising funds and 
quietly helping people. 

The club meets at Abbey Hill Golf Centre 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month. The business meeting, on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month, is concerned 
with agreeing who we help and how we 
raise the funds while the 1st Wednesday 
involves our partners and fun.  
 

Following our talk about Boccia we have 
now met with Slated Row Special School 
about helping them develop their interest 
in the sport. Zoe, the headteacher has  
assured us she is confident in the way  
Boccia is progressing but asked for our 
help in providing specific playground  
equipment. This we have been pleased to 
do and we have arranged to visit the school 
to present her with a cheque to meet their 
current needs. 
 

We are pleased to have pledged a grant to 
a local girl who wishes to attend the next 
Scout Jamboree in West Virginia. We look 
forward to hearing about her adventures 
when she returns. 

 

We recently pledged a donation to the 
Wolverton Air Cadets to help them build a 
flight simulator. The cadets have an  
opportunity to fly in RAF light aircraft but 
only after they have experience using a 
simulator.  This equipment will enable not 
only Wolverton cadets but also neighbour-
ing units to gain the necessary experience. 

We have now received assurances from 
Milton Keynes Shopping Management and 
also Milton Keynes NHS that we can  
organise a major event in Middleton Hall.  
Over the weekend 13th and 14th July we 
will be hosting displays by Lions Clubs 
from across the District and will feature 
public NHS screening for Diabetes and 
Prostate Cancer. There will be more  
information available in due course. 
 

Having successfully served the world for a 
century Lions Clubs International are  
looking to the next 100 years and have set 
a number of goals including eradicating 
diabetes see: http://www.stonylions.org.uk/ 
act_diabetes.htm.  
 

Over the Christmas period we placed 8 
seasonal hamper raffles in local pubs ad 
clubs and raised funds. We would also like 
to thank all those who contributed to our 
very successful tin shake at Wolverton 
Tesco just before Christmas, which raised 
£525. 
 

We are assisting Marie Curie Daffodil  
Appeal with their tin shake in Stony  
Stratford High Street on 22nd March. 
 

In the year from June 2017 to May 2018 
we have donated £5266 to local, national 
and international causes with £419 sent to 
Earl Haig Remembrance Fund (from the 
Remembrance service on Horsefair Green  
in November 2017) with a further £3473 
going to local individuals and organisations 
including donations to Wolverton Air  
Cadets and Denbigh Schoolgirl Engineers. 
 

We have successfully placed an electric 
scooter with a local person but still have a 
couple more available free of charge. If 
you would like to know more about using 
one, or know of someone who would  
benefit from one please contact us.  
 

If you would like to learn more about us or 
join us please contact me on  
brian@icteachers.co.uk. 

Brian Kite, PRO, SS Lions Club 

The photo shows our Chair 
Sue Starr presenting the 
cheque to Caroline 
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Vintage Stony & Classic Stony 

A massive thank you to all our sponsors 
and supporters, and our numerous  
volunteers who admirably coped with the 
tremendous record breaking turnout we 
had on New Year's Day at 'Vintage Stony'. 

  

The kind weather for mid winter of course 
helped, but the turnout of vehicles and  
especially spectators was a little overwhelm-
ing, filling our lovely town to over capacity! 

  

We are of course aware that this must have 
caused inconvenience to some residents, 
and I can assure you this is not taken for 
granted. Your co-operation this year in 
moving your cars was amazing, the first 
completely empty Market Square, so a big 
thank you to all of you.  

  

Appreciating the increasing spectator  
parking issues around the town, we have 
already given this matter some serious 
thought, and for our summer event we are 
in discussion with the 'MK Parks Trust' to 
use 'Tombs Meadow' for overflow parking. 
This will be obviously weather permitting, 

but a massive thank you is due to the 'Parks 
Trust' for their understanding and  
co-operation. 

 

'Vintage Stony 2019' also broke our record 
for monies raised for Willen Hospice, a 
mind bending grand total of £5875.00. This 
has already been presented to their Chief 
Executive - Peta Wilkinson - please see 
photograph taken outside the Hospice. 

We would also like to welcome you to our 
summer festival 'Classic Stony', which this 
year will be taking place on Sunday 2nd 
June from 9.30am to 4pm as part of 'Stony 
Live' again.  

 It will be the usual locations and tested 
format, live music, with maybe another 
'BBMF Flypast' if we are lucky?  

  

With our local Hospice at Willen again 
being the beneficiaries of any monies 
raised. 

  

We welcome any of you who would like to 
become involved in our events, but request 
you contact us well in advance, so the team 
is able to plan ahead efficiently. Please visit 
www.classicstony.co.uk or email  
info@ssccf.co.uk to volunteer, and for  
further information. Those into social  
media maybe visit us also at www.facebook 
.com/VintageStonyClassicStony, and also 
twitter @SSCCF. 

  

A reminder that the day is totally free to 
all attending, but donations all going to our 
local Hospice would be appreciated.  

  

Thank you again for all your kind  
comments and continued support. 
 

 Ray Cobley on behalf of the Event Team 
  

Galley Hill Residents Association 
 

Galley Hill Christmas Event: On the after-
noon of  Saturday the 15th December the 
Galley Hill Residents Association held a 
festive Christmas event using the two halls 
at the St Mary and St Giles School (South 
Site) on the estate. 

There were free hot dogs, mince pies, 
cakes and biscuits as well as coffee, tea and 
soft drinks, all of which proved very  
popular. Everyone received free raffle  
tickets as they arrived, with large tins of 
sweets as the main prizes. There were craft 
stalls where children could make Christmas 
cards, paper plate baubles, and pipe  
cleaner candy canes. The children also had 
a treasure hunt to find the letters to spell 
out “Santa Claus” and win a go on the lucky 
dip and some chocolate coins.  

 

Craft tables were popular for children to 
make festive things. This is one of the cards 
made by the children. There was a very 
good turnout: the Association handed out 

56 gifts of a 
book or  
selection box 
of sweets to 
children as 
they left. It is 
likely to be 
repeated next 
Xmas. 

 

Bookmarks 
and Pencils: 
The residents 
of Galley Hill 
and the  
children who attend St Mary and St Giles 
School (South Site) have recently received 
gifts of bookmarks and pencils. The 
GHRA arranged to buy enough gold  
pencils and colourful bookmarks to  
provide every child at the local school with 
two pencils and a bookmark, (to encourage 
both writing and reading) as well as  
providing one of each to every household 
on the estate. There was a small surplus of 
each left over which was given to the school 
to allow for new starters and children who 
might lose their bookmark or pencil! 

 

Tea with Milk, Sugar and Questions 
The Galley Hill Residents Association are 
continuing to hold their regular Tuesday 
Coffee Morning but, in most weeks, there 
has been an additional element: a quiz with 
the first letter of the answers spelling out a 
message such as T I M E  F O R   

C O F F E E. Most of the questions are not 
too taxing and are as May Gray a regular  
attender says "something to keep the brain 
ticking over on a Tuesday morning".  
A recent quiz included:  
Made famous by a tune by Glenn Millar, in 
which US State is the town of  
Chattanooga? T  
Who composed" Pomp and Circumstance 
No1" otherwise known as "Land of Hope 
and Glory"? E  
What is an Eggplant also known as? A  

 

Litter Pick: Residents from Galley Hill and 
the volunteers from Stony Stratford  
Community Church have met on the  
second Sunday of the month every two 
months outside St. Mary & St. Giles 
School to litter pick. The weather for the 
litter pick on 10th February was rainy but it 
didn't dampen the enthusiasm of about 20 
people who turned out. Small teams or 
pairs of volunteers set about picking up the 
litter for about an hour, with a small 
amount of everybody’s time making quite a 
difference around the area. 

Stony Nightingales WI 

 

Stony Nightingales WI 
is a thriving and  

friendly local WI located at Swinfen Harris 
Church Hall in London Road, Stony  
Stratford. We meet every second Thursday 

of the month with a variety of interesting 
speakers and social meetings. Please  
contact Julie, President on 07738 054915 
or find us on Facebook.   

 

Upcoming meetings – April is our Charity 
evening with a talk from The Bus Shelter 

MK charity, who provide shelter for our 
local homeless people. May is our 10th 
Anniversary meeting, celebrating in style, 
for members only. And June is a Craft  
Evening with talks and demonstrations 
from some of our “crafty” members. 
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What’s On                                                  Many more events at www.stonystratford.gov.uk/Events 

Friends of Stony  
Stratford Library 

 

History of Opera: A 
talk by  Jamie Hayes, 
Wednesday 1 May, 

7pm 
Jamie Hayes is an  

opera director who has worked for  
Glyndebourne, English National Opera, 
Wexford Festival Opera and many other 

opera companies. His productions include 
Carmen, La Traviata and Tosca. 

 

Women and Trade Unions: A talk by  
Sue Ledwith, Tuesday 18 June, 7pm 
Dr. Sue Ledwith has taught at Oxford 

Brookes University and Ruskin College, 
Oxford, where she has specialised in  
gender, equality and democracy in  
organisations, mainly trade unions.  
She has also worked as a researcher  

for a number of unions. 

 

Tickets will be available at Stony Stratford 
Library 3 weeks before each talk. For more 
information, contact fosslmk@gmail.com. 

 

Stony Stratford Floral Club 

2 April: Demonstration by Gill McGregor 
“Spring Delight” 

5 April: Annual Charity Quiz, max 6 per 
team, £ 7 per person to include  

ploughman’s supper 
7 May: Demonstration by Martin Capel 

“Bits & Pieces” 
4 June: Demonstration by Gill Mills “The 

Music of flowers” 

All meetings at Russell Street School Hall at 
7.30pm.Visitors £8. More information from 
Sue: 01908 564453 or Judy: 01908 569429. 

Regeneration is still the hot topic in 
Fullers Slade. With an aim of shaping the 
future, a further “Design Drop In” session 
took place on 27 February. Fullers Slade 
Residents Steering Group (RSG) continues 
its role supporting residents to get their 
voices heard. Fullers Slade Residents  
Association (FSRA) also encourages greater 
resident engagement and is working closely 
with other residents associations in the 7 
Regeneration Estates (RoRE). Both the 
Fullers Slade RSG and FSRA have been 
actively involved in the “Big Conversation” 
organised by Milton Keynes Council for 
better communication in 2019. 

 

Meanwhile, residents will be excited to see 
their newly refurbished Spider Park taking 

shape. Around Easter, a family event,  
including an Egg Hunt and Easter Bonnet 
Making will be held to celebrate the 
£60,000+ investment on the park. This 
would not have been possible without 
grants from WREN, MK Council, SSTC, 
FSRA and private sponsors. A big thank 
you and invitation to all. Children from St 

Mary & St Giles School are also being  
invited as they provided excellent drawings 
and ideas when SSTC and FSRA were  
applying for the project to proceed.   

  

In early June the FSRA is planning another 
free event based on the idea of the Big 
Lunch combined with some local  
musicians. 

 

We are looking forward to seeing residents 
at one of our meetings, 2nd Monday of 
each month (no meetings in August and 
December) at the Rowans Centre, 13A 
Moorfoot, MK11 2BD from 6-8pm or at 
one of our fun events. Please find below 
FSRA contact details - email: Fullers. 
Slade.RA@gmail.com, website: https:/
sites.google.com/view/fsra4u/home,  
Facebook: FSRA4U, tel: 01908 990897. 
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Events at York House 
Centre 

London Road, Stony 
Stratford MK11 1JQ 

For all these events 
York House provides a sensibly-priced bar 
stocked with real ale, cider, wines, lagers 
and soft drinks, and the proceeds go to 
York House’s community events. 

 

EatStreet: Friday, April 5th, May 3rd, June 
7th, 5.00–10.00pm 

Bringing you the finest in gourmet,  
restaurant-quality street food, Eatstreet is a 
treat for the taste-buds. The menu changes 
every month, but six or seven vendors bring 
you all manner of high-quality street food, 
from the gourmet toasted cheese  
sandwiches of the Good Times Cafe,  
Caribbean hot-stuff, spicy Punjabi  
delicacies, Chinese dumplings, unbelievable 
Mexican tacos, Greek souvlaki, barbecued 
ribs, gourmet pizzas and burgers, something 
for those with a sweet tooth.... and .... and… 
 

As always, there will be a real ale bar, also 
catering for wine and soft-drinks drinkers. 
Entry is free! Check the Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/EatStreetMK. 

 

Tograiser 
April 13th, 8.00-11.00pm. 

The annual stunning fundraiser to help 
ensure that the long-established “Togfest” 
happens again in June. The evening will 
feature the magnificent Togmor with their 
unique brand of folk/rock. Be warned! The 
event sells out quickly. 

 

Price £6.00. Tickets from Hollywood  
Music (Stony High Street) or http://
www.togfest.org. For other information visit 
http://www.togfest.org. 

 

Roadrunner! Roadrunner! 
Saturday, April 27th, 8.30-11.00pm 

Absolutely had the place jumping in last 
year’s StonyLive! so we’ve booked a return! 

Unspeakably high-energy performance of 
50s & 60s R&B classics, interspersed with 
Dr Feelgood, Kinks, and other great  
rocking stuff. “Rutland’s greatest R&B 
band”. Price £6.00. Tickets will be on sale 
on-line at https://www.wegottickets.com/
event/463911, and at York House Centre. 

 

The Bullfrogs 25th Anniversary Gig 
11th May, 8.30-11.00pm  

Yes, it's been 25 years since The Bullfrogs 
started after a one-off gig in The Marquee 
at The Cock Hotel, during the Stony 350  
festival in May 1994. We might persuade 
some past Bullfrogs to join us on the night. 
Country rock at its finest. Check them out 
at https://www.facebook.com/TheBullfrogs. 

 

Tickets: £5.00 from https://www.wegot 
tickets.com/event/460519 or York House.  

 

Neil Mercer & Phil Riley & Guests 
 June 5th, 7.30-10.00pm 

Tickets £4.50: at https://www.wegot 
tickets.com/event/461425 or at York House 
Centre or Odells in the High Street. 

 

Following acclaimed performances at Folk 
on the Green and the Songloft last year, 
Phil and Neil are back! Guests are  
wonderful singers Heidi Carascon and Fat 
Freddy’s Cat’s Ian Spratley. An evening of 
acoustic music featuring Phil Riley (guitar, 
vocals), Neil Mercer (Mandolin, guitar, 
vocals, pipe), with Tim Smith on bass.  For 
more information visit https://
www.facebook.com/StonyRPG. 

  The Song Loft Presents IOTA, 
Saturday, June 8th, 8.00–11.00pm 

Sally Barker, Anna Ryder & Marion  
Fleetwood perform as IOTA. All three 
write, sing and sway in perfect harmony and 
each is a seasoned performer of the UK 
Folk/Rock scene.  

Sally Barker (vocal, guitar & percussion) 
sang to millions as Tom Jones' finalist on 
‘The Voice UK’, but the singer-songwriter 
has entertained for years as a member of 
revered folk groups and as a solo artist. 
Sally brings any song gloriously to life. 

 

Anna Ryder (vocal, keys, accordion, guitar, 
dumbek, banjo & french horn) is a musical 
dynamo; an original and inventive singer-
songwriter with a musical style that,  
although based in folk, spans an array of 
genres.  

 

With a voice which has been described as 
'mesmerising' and 'siren-esque', the blazingly 
dynamic Marion Fleetwood (vocal, violin, 
viola, cello, guitars & percussion) is a highly 
respected multi-instrumentalist and singer-
songwriter.  
 

IOTA evoke the spirit and musical energy 
of the Roches whilst channelling the  
Supremes, Destiny's Child and Charlie's 
Angels! Tickets £12 from https://
www.wegottickets.com/event/455389. 

 

For more information on any of the events listed 
please visit www.york-house.org.uk. For more  
information on Song Loft events contact 01908 
611074 or email songloft@gmail.com or visit  
thesongloft.co.uk or Friends of the Song Loft 

Stony Stratford Riverside Fair 
8th June 2019, The Millfield, Stony  

Stratford, 1pm to 4pm 
Come along to the Millfield for the ever 
popular Riverside Fair! Free attractions 
including fairground rides, children’s 
entertainer, circus skills, Wolverton 
Town Band … and so much more! 

 

Plus … stalls, activities and  
refreshments. Bring a picnic and enjoy 
a sunny afternoon with friends! 

 

For more information or if you are  
interested in having a stall at the fair 
please contact us via our Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/
StonyRPG. 
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Please contact Melanie Hyde at the address above or email 
info@stonystratford.gov.uk for Town Crier and website news.  
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Copy deadline: 20 May - covers news and forthcoming events 

from 1 July - 30 September 2019. 

Printed on  
environmentally 
friendly paper 

A New Look for Stony’s MacIntyre  
Coffee Shop 

By the time this edition of the Stony Town 
Crier is published, the planned refurbishment 
of MacIntyre’s Coffee Shop in Stony High 
Street will have been completed. Thanks to the 

efforts of Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club, not only 
will the shop have had its kitchen completely refurbished, but 
through MacIntyre’s own fundraising, the rest of the shop will 
have benefitted from a complete makeover. 

 

Rotarian Jim Barnes said: “We are delighted to have exceeded 
our initial £14,000 fundraising target to renovate the coffee shop 
kitchen. Throughout the project MacIntyre have been really 
keen to help and indeed it has been their involvement that has 
enabled much of the additional work. I am most grateful to all 
my club members for organising and helping with the various 
fundraising events throughout the year, to Jon Green for giving 
freely of his professional project management expertise and, of 
course, my sincere thanks go to everyone who made donations 
to make this work a reality.” 

 

 Claire Kennedy, Head of Fundraising at MacIntyre added: 
“We have loved working alongside Rotary in raising the funds 
for this project; it has been a real partnership and we recognise 
just how lucky we were to be chosen and to have been able to 
draw on the particular skills and support of club members and 
their contacts.   

 

MacIntyre’s Coffee Shops at Stony Stratford and Great Holm 
offer work and learning opportunities for adults with learning 
disabilities as well as fabulous fresh food at competitive  
prices. The Stony Stratford Coffee Shop has been long overdue 
for a refit and we are really pleased that this work has been able 
to take place.” 

 

More donations from Rotary’s Christmas collections 
Thanks to the generosity of the public last Christmas,  
Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club was delighted to be 
able to present cheques to several local charities and  
organisations at one of its recent meetings. 

Pictured with Rotary Vice President Marcus Rixon are 
representatives from Talent Unlimited (autism support group), 
Willen Hospice, Stony Stratford Cricket Club, Wolverton Inner 
Wheel Club, and Stony In Bloom. Further donations to other 
local charities are currently being arranged. 

Mike Thomas, PR & Communications Officer,  
Wolverton & Stony Stratford Rotary Club 

Stony Stratford Art Society 
For us, 2019 began with our annual lunch in January. This year we 
again visited the Bell at Beachampton and although this year I was 
unable to attend because I was visiting family in Myanmar, I under-
stand the good food, and social interaction plus an informal review 
of our activities during 2018 and discussion of the forthcoming 
2019 events was enjoyed by all those who attended. Inevitably at this 
time of year dates of events are unclear but you can look forward to 
more detailed information in the next issue. We do, however, know 
that the Odells’ market events, held on Saturdays in Stony Stratford, 
which are an integral part of Stony Stratford’s annual life, and  
indeed ours, are going ahead and we shall be represented. Once the 
dates are known they will be in the next edition of The Town Crier. 
We have also, begun planning our involvement in other local 2019 
activities and exhibitions. Early ones, at which we hope to see you, 
include exhibitions at Passenham. 

 

From reading the above you will gather that despite our name our 
membership is far more wide-ranging. We would welcome you 
expanding this further. We always look forward to seeing you at 
these events where you can enjoy, (and we hope purchase!), a  
variety of work produced by local talent, of which there is a  
gratifyingly surprising amount. You can also chat with members of 
the Society who are always happy to talk to you about their work 
and the Society and its activities. 

 

We don’t worry about whether you are a good artist, you just have 
to be somebody that likes to paint, draw, or craft. So whether you’re 
an experienced artist, or crafter, or a beginner, and you’re looking 
for a friendly group to join where you can get critical comment, 
support and advice, we’d like to meet you. Further information 
available from the Secretary, Brian Marshall (Tel: 01908-378454). 
For 2019 our pattern of meetings at York House continues on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of the month (1400 to 1600).   

Town Council Meetings for your diary   

 

Full Council   
When:      21st May 2019   
Who goes: All councillors, Lynne Compton (Town Clerk), Sally 
 Firth (Deputy Town Clerk) & MK Councillors  
Planning 
When:   26th March 2019, 23rd April 2019 & 28th May 2019 
Who goes: Roy Adams, Paul Bartlett, Simon Cherrill, Wajeeha 
 Khan, June Payne, Pete Thornburgh, & Town Clerk 
 Lynne Compton  
Projects 
When:   2nd April 2019 & 7th May 2019  
Who goes: Paul Bartlett, Cliff Brett, Anne Cryer-Whitehead, 
 Wajeeha Khan, June Payne, Pete Thornburgh, Keith 
 Tilley, & Deputy Town Clerk Sally Firth 
Finance & HR 
When:   16th April 2019  
Who goes: Roy Adams, Cliff Brett, Anne Cryer-Whitehead, 
 Robert Gifford, Wajeeha Khan, Keith Tilley, & 
 Town Clerk Lynne Compton 
Property Development 
When:      11th June 2019 
Who goes:    Cliff Brett, Simon Cherrill, Anne Cryer-Whitehead,  
     Robert Gifford, 3 outside representatives & Town   
                Clerk Lynne Compton 
 

The Town Council and its committees use different meeting venues in 
the parish. Always check the venue on the Meeting Notice. This can be 
found on the noticeboards: in front of Budgens, outside SMSG School 
in Galley Hill, on Slade Lane in Fullers Slade and the office. You can 
also go to www.stonystratford.gov.uk/Town Council Meetings to view the 
Meeting Notice and download papers.  

 

If you have any ideas, comments or concerns please contact us at:  
Stony Stratford Town Council 
5-7 Church Street, Stony Stratford, MK11 1BD 
Open: Monday – Friday 10am - 3pm 
Please use our Church Mews entrance on Mondays. 
tel: 01908 566726, email: office@stonystratford.gov.uk 
website: www.stonystratford.gov.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StonyStratfordTownCouncil 
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